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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Sir: 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§1.56 and 1.97, the materials listed on the attached 
form PTO-1449 are being brought to the attention of the Examiner for consideration in 
connection with the examination of the above-identified patent application. Most of these 
references were cited in the search report also cited herein of the corresponding PCT 
application. 

The enclosed references are being submitted pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b)(3) 
before the first action on the merits. Most of the references submitted in this Information 
Disclosure Statement were cited in a communication fi-om a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of this 
Information Disclosure Statement. 
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The filing of this Infonnation Disclosure Statement shall not be construed to be a 
representation that a search has been conducted, nor shall it be construed as an admission 
that the information cited in the statement is, or is considered to be, material to 
patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(b). 

It is respectfully requested that the Examiner indicate consideration of the cited 
reference by returning a copy of the attached form PTO-1449 with initials or other 
appropriate marks. 

Respectfully submitted, OCT 1 o ?001 

^/l/^ TECH CENTER 1600/2900 

Date: October 4, 2001 /^.^^i/^r^^^ 

Richard H. Newman 
Reg. No. 41,222 
Attorney for Applicants 

CUMMINGS & LOCKWOOD 
Fovir Stamford Plaza 
P.O. Box 120 
Stamford, CT 06904-0120 
(203) 351-4292 



I hereby certify that the enclosed Information Disclosure Stete^nt i ^ ^ 
PTO-1449 Form and cited references are being deposited with the UnW^^lat^Postal 
Service as first class mail, postage prepaid, addressed to the Commissiorfei^f^ Patents, 
Washington, D.C. 2023 1 , on October 4, 200 1 . 



Dated: October 4, 2001 



^ Joan Simmons 
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